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CHAPTER VI

MANNERS.

I FIND the Englishman to be him of all men who
stands firmest in his shoes. They have in themselves
what they value in their horses, mettle and bottom.
On the day of my arrival at Liverpool, a gentleman,
in describing to me the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland,
happened to say, "Lord Clarendon has pluck like a
cock, and will fight till he dies;" and, what I heard
first, I heard last, and the one thing the English value,
is pluck. The cabmen have it; the merchants have
it; the bishops have it; the women have it; the
journals have it; the Times newspaper, they say, is
the pluckiest thing in England, and Sydney Smith
had made it a proverb, that little Lord John Russell,
the minister, would take the command of the Channel
fleet to-morrow.

They require you to dare to be of your own opinion,
and they hate the practical cowards who cannot in
affairs answer directly yes or no. They dare to dis-
please, nay, they will let you break all the command-
ments, if you do it natively, and with spirit. You
must be somebody; then you may do this or that, as
you will